
Public Health Threats   
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46%
say antimicrobial resistance is a public 

health threat where they live 



Pollution of oceans, rivers and drinking water is 
perceived to be the greatest threat to public health
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Pollution of oceans, rivers and drinking water

Corruption within the government

Global warming and climate change

Economic downturn

Natural disasters

Antimicrobial Resistance

Cyber attacks

Terrorism

Food shortage

Pandemic outbreaks

War

4 Worried 5 Very worried

Question: How worried are you about the following threats to public health where you live?
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China, India and Mexico are most worried about 
antimicrobial resistance 
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10%

China India Mexico Brazil Russia Spain Italy Total France Sweden Germany South Africa USA Australia United
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The
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4 Worried 5 Very worried

Question: How worried are you about the following threats to public health where you live?  “Antimicrobial Resistance”

Worry about antimicrobial resistance
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More than half worry that the lack of proper hygiene habits at 
hospitals might expose them to antimicrobial resistant germs 

132 Question: How well do you agree on the following statements regarding antimicrobial resistance?

30%

29%

30%

28%

27%

41%

28%

27%

27%

23%

Antimicrobial resistance is a threat to public
health

I worry about antimicrobial resistance

When visiting a healthcare facility, I worry that a
lack of proper hygiene habits might expose me

to antimicrobial resistant germs.

I am worried that poor hygiene habits of people
around me might expose me to antimicrobial

resistant germs.

Antimicrobial resistance is of greater concern for
urban areas than rural

4 5 Agree completely
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More advocate for preventive measures to combat 
multi-resistant bacteria than in 2018

Q: What of the following do you think would make the biggest difference in helping to stop the spread of resistance to antibiotics (i.e. multi-resistant bacteria) where you live? 133

42%

34%

45%

41%

33%

29%

3% 3%

44%

40% 39%
36%

31%
30%

5% 4%

Individuals being more
conscious of hygiene
(to prevent the spread

of infection)

Improvement of
hygiene standards in
public spaces (e.g.
workplaces, public
buildings, airports,
public transport)

Medical professionals
prescribing antibiotics

more restrictively

Individuals using
antibiotics more

restrictively

More restrictive use of
antibiotics in animal

farming

More research Don’t know None of the above

2018 2020

(Preventive)(Preventive)

2018
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But still room for improvement in the awareness of 
importance of prevention to combat antibiotic resistance

134

Preventive measures
Share of respondents who have 

answered one or both of 

“Individuals being more conscious 

of hygiene” / “Improvement of 

hygiene standards in public 

spaces”

Restricting use
Share of respondents who have 

answered one or both of “Medical 

professionals prescribing antibiotics 

more restrictively” / “Individuals 

using antibiotics more restrictively” 
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73%

61%

67%67%68%

77%76%
73%

78%
83%

72%
68%

73%

81%
76%

84%

76%
72%71%70%70%70%69%68%68%

66%65%64%63%
61%

55%

ChinaUnited
Kingdom

SwedenSpainThe
Netherlands

ItalyIndiaMexicoTotalAustraliaSouth AfricaFranceGermanyUSABrazilRussia

Q: What of the following do you think would make the biggest difference in helping to stop the spread of resistance to antibiotics (i.e. multi-resistant bacteria) where you live?
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